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(Check One)

CONDITION
Excellant [R Good (O Fair [] Deteriorated (] Ruins O Unexpased (]
(Check One) (Check QOne)
INTEGRITY Alterad [ Unaltered %] Moved [ Original Sirte (X

OESCRIPE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL ({{ known) PHYSICAL APREARANCE

Although the farm lands originally connected to Kenmore are now residential
sections of Fredericksburg, the immediate vicinity of the house still retain
a park-like setting. The exterior of the house is extremely plain but well-
proportioned. Its entrance facade is two-stories high, and five bays wide,
with a modillioned cornice and a jerkin head roof. The garden front
features a small but finely executed one-story pedimented Doric portico.

The walls are laid in Flemish bond without rubbed or gauged brickwork. The
two flanking dependencies have been reconstructed on their original
foundations.

The interior of the house retains most of its original paneling and woodwork
although it is of little interest when compared to the magnificent plasterwo
added shortly after the house was completed. This remarkable work is found
on the ceilings and chimney pleces of the drawing room, dining room, and
library. The plaster decoration combines forms taken from both the Rococo

and Adamesque styles,

Although little altered over the years, the house has been carefully restore
With its fine collection of eighteenth century furniture, Kenmore's interior
present one of the best pictures of the height of colonial artistic
achievement.

=

*2

SNOITLJNY LS NI

i3S



Rt A

INSTRUCTI!IONS

SEE

18 SIGNIFICANCE -

FERIOD (Check One or Mora a6 Appcopriate)

Pre-Columbian (] 16th Century [} . 18th Contury [X 20th Century [
15th Century O 17th Century [ 19th Century [}

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicahls and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriats)

S~

Aboriginal” " Educotion’ [ Politicol +°" o Urban Plenning 0
Prehistoric () Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Speclfy) g
Historic O Industry (] Ioso;:hy‘ ' (] His tOry

Agriculturs [} fnvantion O Scionce a

Art X Landscape Sculpture (]

Commerco O Acchitecture ] Seciol/Human-

Communications [ ] Literature [} itarjan ()

Conservotian 4 Military 1 Theater M

Music g Transportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewents, Etc.)

‘Kenmore was built by Fielding Lewis for his bride , Betty Washington
(sister of George), after Lewis acquired the land in 1752, 1ts simple
exterior is a perfect foil for the exquisitely lavish and rich plasterwork
found on the ceilings and chimmey pieces of the first floor rooms. The
design of the library ceiling can be traced to a plate in Batty Langley's
City and Country Builder's Treasury. Although such lavish work was by no
means foreign to contemporary English stucco work, it was exceedingly rare
in eighteenth century American houses. Kenmore's plasterwork decoration
is considered to be among the very finmest colonial work extant in the
country.

In addition to its magnificent interiors, Kenmore is also known as the
home of Fielding Lewis, a Revolutionary patriot. 1In 1773 he was appointed
by the Virginia General Assembly as commissioner of the factory at
Fredericksburg which made small arms for the troops. Lewis invested much
of his own money in the venture, and at the time of his death, was
virtually bankrupt.
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